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ASBURY PARK CONFERENCE 

SCHOOL LIBRARIES SECTION 



FIRST SESSION 

The first session of the second annual 
meeting of the School Libraries Section 
was held in the ball room of the New 
Monterey at 8:30 p. m., June 29, with an 
attendance of about 300, Miss Mary E. 
Hall, Girls' High School, Brooklyn, chair- 
man of the section, presiding; Miss Alice 
A. Blanchard, Public Library, Newark, 
secretary. 

The papers and discussions centered 
about the topic "The national campaign for 
better school libraries." Mr. C. C. Certain, 
recently of the Polytechnic institute, 
Auburn, Ala., now of the Cass Technical 
High School, Detroit, read the first paper, 
taking as his subject "The school library 
situation in the South." 

(See p. 295) 

A paper by James F. Hosic, Chicago 
Normal College, followed, read in Dr. 
Hosic's absence by Mr. Kerr. His subject 
was "The place of the school library in 
modern education." 

(See p. 210) 

After Dr. Hosic's paper the meeting was 
devoted to a symposium on the subject: 
How can we further the school library 
movement? 

Prof. Azariah S. Root, Oberlin College, 
spoke first on: "What the college and uni- 
versity can do." Mr. Root said that since 
90 per cent of high school teachers are col- 
lege trained the responsibility for good 
school library work depends largely upon 
the colleges. We cannot have good school 
libraries until teachers, as college students, 
learn what good libraries are and how to 
use them. A teacher's ideal of what a 
library can do will not rise above what 
he found it in his college days. The col- 
lege must, therefore, first, make its library 
so efficient and so well adjusted to the 
student's needs that he will use it and sec- 
ond, because the student will go out to 
give the same kind of instruction that he 
got in college, must require intelligent use 
of the library by its faculty. 



The judicious use of supplementary read- 
ing is of great importance. Students who 
are to become high school teachers should 
not be instructed as if they were working 
for Ph.D. degrees. The college faculty 
must know how to use reference material 
which will make their subjects alive to 
students. Furthermore, teachers must 
know the elements of library economy, or 
rather, the use of the library. They 
must know something about classification, 
various types of libraries, library etiquette, 
the value of unity in classification, and 
cataloging. 

With such instruction offered generally 
in colleges it would be easy to supply satis- 
factory libraries for high schools, even in 
the large proportion of high schools where 
it is not possible to have trained librarians. 

Henry E. Legler, librarian of the Chi- 
cago Public Library, followed Prof. Root 
with a paper on "How the public library 
can help in developing effective high school 
libraries." 

(See p. 213) 

A paper written by Miss Effle L. Power, 
Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, was next 
read on "What the public library can do for 
grade schools." 

(See p. 215) 

This was followed by another paper on 
the same subject, by Miss Orpha M. Peters, 
of the Gary (Ind.) Public Library. 
(See p. 217) 

Mr. Claude G. Leland, Department of 
Education, New York City, was to have 
spoken on "What a department of educa- 
tion can do for the school libraries of a 
city," but was unable to be present. 

SECOND SESSION 

The second session of the Section was 
held Saturday, July 1st, at 2:30 p. m., in 
the ball room of the New Monterey, with 
a most enthusiastic attendance of about 
200, Miss Mary E. Hall presiding, Miss 
Alice Blanchard, secretary. 

As it was the last afternoon of the con- 
ference and many people were planning to 
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take a 4:30 train, the business meeting, 
scheduled to come first on the program, 
was postponed, to give time for the discus- 
sion of special problems connected with 
school library work. 

Miss M. Louise Converse, Central State 
Normal School, Mount Pleasant, Mich., 
opened the discussion by a talk on the sub- 
ject of picture collections, their value and 
methods of caring for them. 

She considered a picture collection one 
of the normal school's best teaching 
methods, both as a means of cultivating a 
taste for good pictures and as aid in 
Illustrating definite lessons. She advised 
mounting boards 12%xl4% inches, classi- 
fication, using travel numbers as closely as 
possible and a brief catalog. 

Mr. W. H. Kerr, Kansas State Normal 
School, raised the question of the ad- 
visability of cataloging pictures. With him, 
Mr. Hodges, Cincinnati, Miss Whitcomb, 
Chicago, and Mr. Wright, Kansas City, 
urged that a picture collection catalog, be- 
cause of its expense and the difficulty in- 
volved in using it, was not worth while. 

At the close of the discussion the meet- 
ing was divided, in order that two round- 
table conferences, one for high school libra- 
rians, the other for normal school libra- 
rians might be held at the same time. Miss 
Hall conducted the conference for high 
school librarians, Miss Nancy I. Thompson, 
State Normal School, Newark, that for nor- 
mal school librarians. 

HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARIANS' ROUND- 
TABLE 

The high school meeting opened with a 
question box discussion led by Miss Bessie 
Sargeant Smith, Cleveland Public Library. 
Prom many questions covering a wide 
range of topics the one chosen as most in 
demand was: "Is it advisable to open the 
high school library to the public?" 

Mr. Purd B. Wright, Kansas City, Mr. 
Samuel H. Ranck, Grand Rapids, and Dr. 
Sherman Williams, N. Y. State Education 
Department, spoke strongly in favor of 
opening high school libraries to the public. 
Mr. Henry E. Legler, Chicago, Mr. W. H. 



Brett, Cleveland, and Mlsa Smith, Cleve- 
land, on the other hand, out of their ex- 
perience questioned as strongly the advis- 
ability of so doing, on the ground that the 
use of the library by the public crowded 
out the students and the book collection 
could not be as well adapted to the stu- 
dents' needs. Mr. Ranck described in de- 
tail the Grand Rapids method of success- 
fully administering school libraries which 
are open to the public, laying stress upon 
the necessity of close cooperation between 
the school and the library, and the prereq- 
uisites of outside entrances to school li- 
braries, and, for librarians, proper training, 
personality and experience. 

Miss Hall then took the chair and called 
for brief informal reports concerning spe- 
cific kinds of work done by different high 
school libraries. Miss Louise Smith, Lin- 
coln High School, Tacoma, described a 
library assignment card used by teacheTs 
sending classes for special reference ma- 
terial; Miss Tobitt, Omaha, described 
Omaha's new high school library; Miss 
White, Passaic, N. J., told of the Passaic 
method of book purchase. 

The topic of "Instruction in the use of 
the library" was suggested. This was such 
a popular subject and brought out so many 
questions that the meeting was given over 
to its discussion. It was found that nearly 
every high school librarian present was 
giving systematic library instruction, with 
credit given by the school. Miss Smith, 
of Tacoma, reported that the teachers in 
her school had asked for a course for their 
own benefit. 

Miss Hall paid an appreciative tribute 
to Miss Laura Newbold Mann, Central High 
School, Washington, Miss Florence M. 
Hopkins, Central High School, Detroit, and 
to the Cleveland librarians for their splen- 
did work in developing high school library 
instruction. 

Owing to the lateness of the hour the 
postponed business meeting was made as 
short as possible. It was voted to accept 
the report of Mr. Frank K. Walter, chair- 
man of the Committee on, professional 
training of school librarians, without its 
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being read, the report to be printed in full 
In the A. L. A. Proceedings. 
(See p. 219) 
Other reports were omitted. The follow- 
ing officers were elected for 1916: Miss 
H. Elizabeth White, Public Library, Pas- 
saic, chairman; Miss Orpha M. Peters, 
Public Library, Gary, Ind., secretary and 
treasurer. 

ROUND TABLE OF NORMAL SCHOOL 
LIBRARIANS 

Miss Nancy I. Thompson, State Normal 
School, Newark, N. J., led the round table 
which convened directly after the joint ses- 
sion of high school and normal school libra- 
rians. Miss Ursula K. Johnstone served as 
secretary. 

Mr. O. S. Rice, state supervisor of School 
Libraries, Madison, Wisconsin, was the 
first speaker. He outlined in a most inter- 
esting way the history of the compilation 
of a pamphlet, entitled "How to use the 
school library." This may be purchased 
for fifteen cents, from the State department 
of Education, Madison, Wisconsin. He 
argued that a teacher is not expected to 
teach geography without a textbook. There- 
fore a teacher should be equipped with a 
textbook on the use of a library. Hence 
the little book issued by the state of Wis- 
consin. These lessons are a part of the 
course of study. During the discussion 
that followed, many tributes as to the use- 
fulness of this pamphlet, were brought out. 
The desirability of any course of instruc- 
tion being required as a part of the curricu- 
lum was emphasized. 

Upon request, Miss Ursula K. Johnstone, 
reported an innovation in library training, 
installed by the Board of Education of New 
York City. The class was organized in 
September, 1915, in the Bay Ridge Evening 
High School for Women, Brooklyn. The 
school is one especially devoted to voca- 
tional branches for women, including 
courses in domestic science and nursing. 
The evening class in library training offers 
an opportunity to young women who can- 
not afford to give up a day-time position to 



take the regular library course In a li- 
brary school. The course Is two years, 
four evenings a week. 

Mr. Willis H. Kerr, librarian State Nor- 
mal School, Emporia, Kansas, spoke on the 
subject of "What the Kansas State Normal 
School does for the school libraries." 

During the discussion that followed, the 
need of advertising the work done in nor- 
mal school libraries was brought out. Al- 
bums and scrapbooks were suggested as 
an excellent means of revealing the excel- 
lent work done in many schools. Mr. Kerr 
made a motion, which was duly seconded, 
that the N. E. A. committee on Normal 
Schools be authorized to form an outline 
of subjects for these scrapbooks and that 
a request for the compilation of such books 
be asked of the schools. The motion was 
carried. 

The final note of the round-table meeting, 
was, that to make instruction in the use of 
a library effective, to place it where it be- 
longs, and to give it its due value, it is 
necessary that the instruction be a part of 
the curriculum. 



During the conference the School Libra- 
ries Section held a most successful exhibit. 
The work of high schools was shown by a 
collection of loose leaf scrapbooks con- 
tributed by representative high school li- 
braries throughout the country showing 
photographs of rooms and equipment, floor 
plans, forms used, book lists, etc. These 
scrapbooks containing a wealth of valua- 
ble material are to be available as a loan 
collection on application to Miss Hall. A 
scrapbook collection of mounted courses 
of study used by normal schools; a selec- 
tion of pictures from the picture collection 
of the Newark Public Library; charts and 
pamphlets describing the work done with 
rural schools in Wisconsin, Missouri and 
Gary; and a permanent loan collection of 
over 100 book lists from public libraries 
and state commissions were also shown 
and used continually throughout the week 
of the conference. 

Alice A. Blanchabd, 
Secretary. 



